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the history of the 


"3 min 3 a r^ jeLlipputoe on Lote minum J)se- 

48 FopJ?am pe he jepeah hip bmene eat>-mot>neppe. 

po lice heonun-popb me eatuxe pecxab ealle cneo- 
peppa. 0 ’ 0 

49 Fopfum j>e me mycele binx Tyte re be mihrix 

>r- 1 hi r nam a ip halij. J 0 

50 7 hip milt>-heoprnep op cneopeppe on cneo- 
poj j e hme ont>pje'oent)um: 

5 1 pophre mrgne on hip eapme. he ro-t>celt)e 
pa opep-moOan on mot>e hypa heopran. 

5 2 ^e apeapp j>a pican op perle. ant> ba eab-mot>an 
upahop. 1 

53 £ j ngpi£ent)e he mit> xot)um xepyliDe. 7 orep- 

mote lOele ropier. ^ J J 1 

54 J)e apenj Ippahel hip cmhr. 7 xemuntie hip 
milr-heoprneppe. 

55 Spa he ppprec ro upum pxt>epum. Abpahame 
ant) hip past>e on a peopult).- 

56 Soblice Oapia punuTe mit> hype ppylce pjiy 
monbap. 7 jepentie |ia ro hype hupe:- 

57 Da yxy jepyllet) Glizaberhe cenmnx-nt>. ant) 
heo punu cenTe. 

5 ^ *3 ^7P e nehchebupap 7 hype Cuban p jehypt>on. 
‘P Dpihren hip milti-heoprneppe mit) hype ma?pput>e 
7 hij mit) hype blippoton:- 

59 Da on fam ehreoban Taeje hig comon p cilt> 
ymbpmban. ant) nemtxm hine hip pttoep naman Za- 
chapiam:- 

bo Da ant>ppapot>e hip mot>op. Ne pe pobep. ac he 
bib Iohannep jenemnet>:- 

6 1 Da cpjEOon hi ro hype. Nip nan on J?inpe masxbe 
Jyppum naman jenemnetc- 

62 Da bicnot>un hi to hip patTep. hpast he poire 
hyne jenemneTne beon:- 

63 pa ppar he jebeTenum pex-bpeTe. Iohannep 
, if hip nama. ba punt>pot>on hit ealle:- 

64 Da peap'6 pona hip mu 15 7 hip tunge je-openot). 
*3 he pppasc. Dpihren blerpi^ente:- 

65 Da peapb eje jepopten opep ealle hypa neh- 
chebupap. ant> opep ealle IuTea munt-lant> paspon 
pay popt> jepitmaeppo'De. 

66 ‘3 ealle pa be hit gehypton. on hypa heopran 
perrun 7 cpston. penpr bu hpasr byb pep cnapa. 
pirotlice Dpihrnep hant> ysy mit> him: 

67 Ant) Zachapiap hip psetep pasp mit halejum 
Dapre jepyllet). 7 he prcejot>e ant) cpasb. 

68 Deblerput) py Dpihren Ippahela Dot), pop- 
pam pe he jeneopute. 7 hip polcep alypefcnerre 
t>yt)e. 

69 Snt) he up hade hopn aprpte on D aui tier hure 
hip cnihrep. 

70 Spa he pppasc puph hip halejpa pirejena mub. 
pa be op popitep ppym be pppascon. 

71 7 he aiypte up op upum peontum. ant op ealpa 
papa hanta pe up iiareton. 

7 2 CCilt-heoprneppe ro pypcenne mit upum pjcte- 
pum. 4 jemunan hip halejan cy^neppe. 

73 ^yne uy ro pyllenne pone aS pe he upum p<-e- 
tep Abpahame ppop. 

74 Dser pe butan e^e. op upe peonta hanta aly- 
pete. him peopian 

75 On hali^neppe bepopan him eallum upum 

taxum:- J 

76 Snt pu cnapa bipr pasp hehptan piteja jenem- 

net. pu jaspr bepopan Dpihrnep anpyne. hip pexar 
jeappian. 0 J 

77 1 o j yllene hip polce hcEle ^epir on hypa pynna 

popSypneppe. 1 

78 Duph inno^Sap upep Dotep milt-heoprneppe. 
on pam he up jeneopute op eaprtsele up-pppm^ente. 

79 Onlyhran pam pe on pyprpum -j on teaSep 
pceate pit ca^. upe per ro jepeccenne on pibbe pej:- 

8 o So u! ice pe cnapa peox. *3 paep on japte -^epr- 
panjot. *3 piup on pe-ptenum oS pone t^g hyp rery- 
petueppum on Ippahel:- 


43 And my fpiryt hath gladid in God myn helthe. 

44 For he hath behulden the mekeneffe of his hand- 
mayden : for lo for this aile generatiouns fchulen fcve 
that I am bleffid. 

45 For he that is mighti hath don to megrete thino--; s 

and his name is holy. * 

46 And his merly is fro kyndrede into kyndredis to 
men that dreden him. 

47 He made myght in his arm, he lcateride proude 
men with the thoughte of his herte. 

48 Fie fette doun myghty men fro feete and enhaun- 
fide meke men. 

49 He hath fulhllid hungry men with goodis, and 
he has left riche men voide. 

50 He havynge mynde of his mercy took up I ae l 
his child, 

5 1 As he hath fpokun to oure fadris, to Abraham 
and to his feed into worldis. 

52 And Marye dwell ide with hir as it were thre 
monethis and turned agen into his hous. 

53 But the ty m e of beringe child was fulfillid to 
Elizabeth, and fche bar a fon. 

54 And the neyghbouris and cofyns of hir herden 
that the Lord hadde magnyfied his mercy with hir, and 
thei thankiden him. 

55 And it was doon in the eightithe day thei camen to 
circumfide the child, and thei clepiden him Zacary e by 
the name of his fadir. 

56 And his modir anfweride and feide, nay; but he 
fchal be clepid Jon. 

57 And thei feiden to hir, for no man is in thi kyn- 
rede that is clepid this name. 

58 And thei bikenyden to his fadir, what he wolde 
that he were clepid. 

t 59 And he axinge a poyntel wroot feiynge, Jon is 
his name, and alle men wondriden. 

60 And annoon his mouth was openyd and his tunge, 
and he fpak and bleflide God. 

61 And dredewas maad on all hir neighbouris, and 
all the wordis weren puplifehid on alle the mounteynes 
of Judee. 

62 And alle men that herden puttiden in her herte, 
and feiden what manner child leal this be, for the hond 
of the Lord was with him. 

63 And Zacarye his fadir was fulfillid with the holy 
Golf, and profeciede and feide. 

64 Bleffid be the Lord God of Ifrael, for he has 
vifitid and maad redempeioun of his puple. 


65 And he has rered to us an horn of helthe in the 
hous of Dauith his child. 

66 As he fpak by the mouth of hile holy prophetis 
that weren fro the world. 

67 Helth fro oure enemyes, and fro the hond of alle 
men that hatiden us. 

68 To do merfy with oure fadris, and to have mynde 
of his holy teftament. 

69 The grete ooth that he fwoor to Abraham our 


fadir, 

70 To geve himfelf to us, that we without d-* J * 
delyvered fro the hond of oure enemyes ferve ,0 
him, 

71 In holynefie and rightwifnefie before him, in alk 
our dayes. 

7 2 And thou child fchalt be clepid the profete of the 
highefte, for thou lchalt go before the face of the Lord 
to make redy hile weyes. 

73 To geve fcicnce of heelth to his puple into re- 
tniifioun of her fynnes. 

74 By the inwardenefs of the merfy of oure God, 
in the which he lpringyng up fro on high hath vificed 


us. 


75 To geve light to them that fitten in derkneffis, 

and in fchadowe of deeth, to drefie oure feet into the 
w eye of pees ; 

76 And the child wexide, and was confortid in fpiryt, 
and was in delerc placis til! to the day of his fchewing 
to Y frael. 






ENGLISH t 

Of the Sam poetry fom e jp e ^ ^ a nd 

though ouHgnorancea which it would be 

the Quantities imnoflible to recover, excluc c. 

*= “ ld bards undo “ bte0,i ' 

and confequently niuft has F n ? time to mu- 

tity of their fyllab es ; but they b fes with cor- 

tate their neighbours, and dole 

refpondent founds. j have felefted, contain 

The two pafiage s, wl ^ reftnt i yrick meafures, 
apparently the rum me c0 P n f ld ered as the genuine 

ond the writers may oe J ulL, J r 
anceftors of the EngUJh poets. 

■bp. mai him rope- atipCoen, 

l®r he Sink ope biOOe ne mu 3 en, 

XJop f bihmpe^ dome, 
tje if pip f bit: ant) tote 
Ant bet biuopen tome. 

Dea^ com on mitelapt) 

TunS ^aer teplep onte, 

Ant penne ant popje- ant lppmc. 

On pe ant on lonte. 

Ic am eltep ^anne ic pep, 

A pintpe 7 ec a lope. 

Ic ealti mope banne ic tete, 

07 i pit oxhte to bi mope. . ’ 

8e p hine pelue uopjet, 

Uop pme oJ:ep uop chilte-. 

|$e pal comen on euele ptete, 

Bute xot him bi milte. 

Ne hopie pip to hipe pepe, 

Ne pepe to hip piue. 

Bi pop him pelue eupich man, 

D^P pdt he bieb aliue. 

Oupich man mit f he haueb, 

CQai begje-n heuepiche. 

8e be leppe 7 pe be mope, 

T 5epe aitep lliche. 

^euene ant epbe he oueppieb, 
p)ip exhen bib pulbpiht. 

Sunne 7 mone 7 alle pteppen, 

Bieb bieptpe on hip hhte. 

^e pot hpet bencheb ant hpet top, 

Alle quike pihte. 

Nip no louept ppich ip xipt, 

Ne no kinj ppich ip tpihte. 

Jjeuene 7 epbe 7 all bat ip , 

Biloken ip on hip honte. 

^e teb al -f hip pille ip. 

On pea ant ec on lonte. 

£e ip opt albuten opte, 

Ant ente albuten ente. 

]3e one ip eupe on eche ptete, 

Ujente pep bu pente. 

^e ip buuen up ant bineben, 

Biuopen ant ec bihint. 

8e man f jotep pille teb, 

^ie mai hine aihpap uinte-. 

6che pune he lhepb. 

Ant pot eche tete. 

£e buph-pijb echep ibanc, 
pjai hpat pel up to pete. 

8e man neupe nele ton jot, 

Ne neupe xot hp leten. 

Gp teb 7 tom come to hip tupe, 

J)e mai him pope atpeten. 

Jmnjep 7 buppt hete 7 chele, 

Gcbe ant all unhe-lbe. 

Duph teb com on bip mitelapt. 

Ant obep umpelbe. 

N e mai non hepte hit ij?enche, 

Ne no tunxe telle. 

Jiu muchele pinum ant hu uele, 

Bieb inne belle. 

Louie Dot mit upe hiepte. 

Ant mit all upe mihte. 

Ant upe emcpiptene ppo up peip, 

Spo up lepeb tpihte. 


A N G U A G E. 

Same bep habbeb leppe mep 5 bt } 

Ant pume bep habbeb mope, 
ech eptep ban he tete, 

Gcten -p he ppanc pope. 
j Ne pel bep bi bpet ne pin, 

Ne obep kennep epre. 

Dot one pel bi echep lip, 

Ant blipce ant eche pepte. 

Ne pal bap bi pcete ne pepu , 

Ne popltep pele none. 

Ac pi mepjje f men up bihat, 

no mepjJ^e bi ppo muchel^ 

Spo ip jotep lpihbe. 

^1 iy yvp jfune ant) bjrihtr 5 

Ant tai bute mhte. 

£)ep ip pele bute pane. 

Ant pepte buten ippinche. 

Se f mai ant nele betep come, 

Sope hit pel uopbenche. 

Dep ip blipce buten tpeje. 

Ant lip buten teabe. 

Det eupe pullen pume bep, 

Blibe hi bie|? ant eabe. 

Dep ip jeu jeJ?e buten elte. 

Ant e-lte buten unhelj?e. 

Nip bep popje ne pop non, 

Ne non umpelbe. 

Dep me pel tpihten ipen, 

Spo ape he ip mit ipippe. 

J)e one mai ant pel al bien, 

Gnxlep ant mannep blipce. 

To bape blipce up bpinj jot, 

Det pixeb buten ente. 

Danne he upe paula unbint. 

Op lichamlice bent. 

Dpipt jeue up lete ppich lip. 

Ant habbe ppichne ente. 

Det pe moten bitep cumen, 

Danne pe hennep pente. 

About the year 1 r 50, the Saxon began to take a 
form in which the beginning of the prefent Englijh may 
be plainly difeovered; this change feemsnot to have been 
the’ effedt of the Norman conqueft, for very few French 
words are found to have been introduced in the firft hun- 
dred years after it; the language muft therefore have been 
altered by caufes like thofe which, notwithftanding the 
care of writers and focieties inftituted to ooviate them, 
are even now daily making innovations in every living 
language. I have exhibited a fpecimen of the language 
of this age from the year 1135 to 1140 of the Saxon 
chronicle, of which the latter part was apparently 
written near the time to which it relates. 

Dip jaepc pop fe km j Srephne opep pas To Nop- 
mant)i. 7 Jep pep unOep panjen. popbi f hi penTen 
j5 he pculOe ben alpuic alpe pe eom pep. 7 pop he hat>t>e 
jeT hip rpepop. ac he ro-TelT it 7 pcarepeT porlice. 
CDicel haOTe ^enpi kinj jaTepeT jolt) 7 pylutp. ant) 
na jot) ne tute me pop hip paule pap op. Da pe kin j 
Srephne To 6n jla-lant) com pa. macco he hip jaTepinj 
^T Oxene-popT. 7 pa p he nam j?e bipcop Rojep op 
Sepep bepi. 7 AlexanTep bipcop op Lincoln. 7 Te 
Dancelep Rojep hipe neuep. 7 TiTe selle in ppipun. 
Til hi japen up hepe capTlep. Da pe puikep unTep- 
xaeTon j> he milTe man pay 7 popTe 7 J0t>. 7 najup- 
Tipe ne t>it>e. pa tnt)en hi alle punTep. ]^i haTTen him 
manpeT maket) ant) abep puopen. ac hi nan Tpeube ne 
heoloen. alle he pcepon pop-pp°F en - 7 hepe Tpeobep 
pop-lopen. pop aeupic pice man hip captlep makete 
ant) ajfenep him heolOen. ant) pylTen jie lant) pull op 
caprlep. f)i puencTen puibe pe ppecce men op j:e lant> 
nut) capTel-peopcep. pa })e caprlep papen maket). ba 
pyltien hi mit) Oeoulep ant) yuele men. Da namen hi 
pa men pe hi penTen ■p am jo’o hepOen. babe bemhrep 
ant) be tiasiep. capl-men 7 pimmen. ant) TiTen heom in 
ppipun eprep jolt) ant) pyluep. 7 pineO heom un-Tel- 
lent)lice pimnj. pop ne psepen nasupe nan maprypp 
ppa pineO alpe hi paspon. CQe hen jet) up bi pe per ano 
pmokeTheom rn.it> pul ptnoke. me hen jet) bi j;e jpumbep. 

L obep 
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